STONEHENGE AND
AVEBURY

The chalk clowns of Wiltshire belong to Prehistoric man,
whose vast cemetery is the Plain and whose most impor-
tant monuments are Avcbury and Stonchenge.  In the vicinity
of Avcbury are other prehistoric sites, as at Overton Hill and
Windmill Hill, which afford striking evidence of the civilisation
and organising capacity of the men of the Neolithic and
Early Bronze Ages.  Stonehenge has been a place of universal
pilgrimage since the Middle Ages.  Indeed, if we believe
that Hecataeus, writing in 320 B.C. of a magnificent circular
temple dedicated to Apollo in the island of Hyperboreans,
refers to Stonehenge, its fame must have reached the ears
of the Greeks,   Avebury, on the other hand, though older,
was unnoticed until the seventeenth century when it was
discovered by John Aubrey, while out hunting with his
friends.

While the impressive character of Stonehenge, isolated on
the Downs, can be appreciated at sight, that of Avebury is
more difficult to grasp, for within the twenty-eight acres
enclosed by the great earthwork a village has grown up * like a
beautiful parasite \ Some of the stones are crowded against
the houses, while many have been broken up and built into walls
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